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2022 HERITAGE BLOCK PINOT NOIR

Winemaker Robert Brittan, a wine industry veteran with the
experience of over 50 harvests, has always had a passion for Pinot
noir; a love affair that began in the 1980’s when he made several
vintages under his Britt Hill label with fruit from Carneros. In 2004,
Robert decided to leave Stags’ Leap Winery in Napa and start a Pinot
noir project in the cool climate of the northern Willamette Valley.

BLOCK NOTES

The 3.5 acre Heritage Block, situated on the small southeast facing ridge
above Gestalt, is planted to the Calera, Mt. Eden, Swan, Pommard and
Wadenswil selections of Pinot noir, the ‘heritage’ selections of California
and Oregon. Shallow volcanic soils sit atop ancient basalts and, at higher
elevations, a thin layer of compacted marine sediments. The vines are
more protected from the Van Duzer winds than Basalt and should enjoy
additional hours of ripening as well. While still early in the block’s
evolution, we expect profound, generous wines full of rich, dark fruit.

VINTAGE NOTES

2022 was a challenging but ultimately rewarding vintage. A cool, wet
spring and late bud break left the Willamette Valley vulnerable to frost
events in April. Our site is a little later than most, so our buds were just
beginning to push when the frost hit. Our Pinot noir and Syrah blocks,
while not unscathed by the frost, fared much better than the lower
elevation Chardonnay blocks. Late season sun, warmth, and a particularly
long rain-free spell in October allowed the grapes to finish ripening; an
ideal end to the growing season.

TASTING NOTES

The 2022 Heritage Block Pinot Noir is rich and layered, showing black
cherry, currant, and plum alongside a hint of barrel spice. There’s a synergy
here with the Gestalt Block; both are shaped by the same ridgeline in the
vineyard, and offer depth and volume on the palate. Tightly wound now,
its ample structure promises graceful aging. Pair with braised short ribs or
root vegetable gratin. Decant if enjoying now, or cellar through 2037.

AVA: McMinnville

VINEYARD: Brittan Estate Vineyard % ‘ 7
CASES PRODUCED: 53 cases and 30 magnums Mitllerse MW

SELECTIONS: Calera, Mt. Eden, Swan, Pommard, Wadenswil oMy
ELEVAGE: 12 months in French oak, 40% new
DATE BOTTLED: December 13, 2023 Pinot Noir HERITAGE aLucK.

ALCOHOL: 13.0%
SRP: %65/ 750 mL, $140/ 1.5 L
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