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Winemaker Robert Brittan, a wine industry veteran with the 
experience of over 50 harvests, has always had a passion for Pinot 
noir; a love affair that began in the 1980’s when he made several 
vintages under his Britt Hill label with fruit from Carneros. In 2004, 
Robert decided to leave Stags’ Leap Winery in Napa and start a Pinot 
noir project in the cool climate of the northern Willamette Valley. 

AVA: McMinnville 

VINEYARD: Brittan Estate Vineyard

CASES PRODUCED: 57 cases and 6 magnums

SELECTION: Swan, 115

ELEVAGE: 12 months in once-filled French oak

DATE BOTTLED: December 11, 2019

ALCOHOL: 14.1%

SRP: $75/ 750 mL, $160/ 1500mL

NOTES ON “THE PUNCHEON”
Each vintage, Robert Brittan ferments small lots of Pinot noir from 
each of our single blocks in open-top “puncheons,” custom-built 500L 
French oak barrels standing on end with one of their heads removed.  
The final cuvée is meticulously assembled from these lots, producing a 
complex and intriguing wine of great depth, complexity and longevity. 

VINTAGE NOTES
The 2018 vintage started cool and wet in February and March, 
which led to a more “normal” budbreak in April. The season quickly 
accelerated and was warm and dry beginning in May. Summer 
brought very warm, dry weather through August, which put pressure 
on the vines and produced fruit of great depth and concentration. 
September was dry but more moderate and allowed the fruit to reach 
full maturity by the end of the month.

TASTING NOTES
The concentrated fruit and plush texture of this bottling of “The 
Puncheon” perfectly represent the 2018 vintage. Dried, brambly 
blackberries and hints of savory stem inclusion (40% whole cluster) 
define the nose. Generous fruit on the palate is balanced by the 
intense, terroir-driven savory notes typical of our estate vineyard. 
Enjoy with beet and goat cheese salad or grilled lamb chops. Drink 
now through 2038.
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